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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to investigate the role of academic achievement motivation, peer
rejection and emotional empathy in predicting school aggression in students with special learning
disabilities.

The method of this research was descriptive-correlation. The statistical population of this study
includes all students registered in the Center for Learning Disabilities of Education in Ardabil in the
academic year of 2019-2020. Three hundred and sixty people from this community were selected by
available sampling method and answered the questionnaires of achievement motivation, social exclusion
of peers, emotional empathy and multidimensional school-related anger questionnaire. The data collected
in this study were analyzed using descriptive statistical tools such as mean and standard deviation and
Pearson correlation and multiple regression tests using SPSS25 software.

The results of correlation coefficient showed that school aggression has a negative and
significant relationship with the total score of academic achievement motivation and the component
of emotional motivation and emotional empathy and has a positive and significant relationship with
the total score of rejection peers and component of insult, neglect and slander. (P<0/001).The results
of regression analysis showed that predictor variables predict about 19 percent of the variance of
school-related anger.

Considering the role of achievement motivation, peer rejection and emotional empathy in
predicting school aggression to specialists in this field, take actions such as identifying rejected or exposed
children, designing communication skills programs and Emotional and creating a suitable educational
environment to increase the motivation and emotional empathy of these students is recommended.

Extended Abstract

1.

Introduction

pecific learning disability is a
developmental neurological disorder
that results in symptoms such as an
inability to use one's academic skills in
reading, writing, or mathematics, as
well as in learning performance much
lower than expected from the level of
cognition one expects (American
Psychiatry, 2013)

Studies have shown that the prevalence of
specific learning disabilities in children is
between 5 and 12 percent (Norton, Beach
Gabrieli, 2015). More than 2.4 million children
in the world's public school system suffer from
learning disabilities, including dyslexia and
academic difficulties (Alloway & Carpenter,
2020).

The results of Lazarus's (2020) studies showed
that the strongest factor in predicting reading
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and the development of comprehension of students
with learning disabilities is the school social
environment. School-related anger along with
violence in schools, students feel insecure, and the
more a student is involved in violence-related issues,
the more he or she becomes a victim of the anger of
others or knows someone, especially their peers, who
has victimized. On a very small scale, it increases fear
and insecurity, and when this insecurity develops in
the school environment, it damages other areas such as
education, student social relationships (Leff,
Waasdorp, Paskewich, Gullan, Jawad & et al., 2010).
One of the variables related to aggression in school is
motivation for academic achievement. Motivation for
academic achievement defined as the desire to succeed
in competitive conditions or situations according to the
standard (Nwankwo & Nwankwo, 2020).

On the other hand, students face daily social tasks such
as initiating and maintaining interaction, resolving
differences, loving, and achieving common
interpersonal goals with their peers at school (Pearl &
Donahue, 2004). Peer rejection provokes hostile and
aggressive traits that in turn leads to aggressive
reactions (Reijntjes, Thomaes, Kamphuis, Bushman,
De Castro& et al., 2011).

Finally, emotional empathy seems to be another
construct associated with aggression in school.
Emotional empathy is the ability of mental states: i.e.,
emotions, thoughts and motivations and to respond to
them with appropriate emotions (Konrath, Meier &
Bushman, 2018). People in a relationship that has
empathy can manage their emotions and align their
behavior with the expectations of society. People with
high empathy have prosocial behaviors and high
communication skills, while people with low empathy
have antisocial behaviors and skills. They are weakly
related (Mousavi, Khosravi & Desheiri, 2016).

On the other hand, by examining the research records
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conducted in the field of learning disorders, it can be
said that due to the fact that students with learning
disorders suffer from various problems such as low
academic  motivation and  behavioral and
communication problems at school. So far, no research
has investigated these structures in these students.
Therefore, it is very important to investigate the state
of school aggression of students with learning
disabilities and to identify the factors affecting it.
Based on this, the present study was conducted with
the aim of investigating the role of academic
achievement motivation, peer rejection, and emotional
empathy in predicting school aggression of students
with specific learning disabilities.

2. Materials and Methods

The study method was descriptive-correlational. The
statistical population of this study includes all students
registered in the Center for Learning Disabilities of
Education in Ardabil in the academic year of 2019-
2020. Three hundred and sixty people from this
community were selected by available sampling
method and answered the questionnaires of
achievement motivation, social exclusion of peers,
emotional empathy and multidimensional school-
related anger questionnaire. The data collected in this
study were analyzed using descriptive statistical tools
such as mean and standard deviation and Pearson
correlation and multiple regression tests using SPSS25
software.

3. Results

The results of Table 1 show that emotional motivation
with a beta of -0.10 (T=-1.364), insult with a beta of 0.32
(T=4.015), ignoring with a beta of 0.31 (T=3.870),
slander with a beta of 0.19 (T=3.019) and emotional
empathy variable with a beta value of 0.48 (T=8.925)
can significantly predict school aggression.

Table 1. Beta coefficients and T significance test based on the components of achievement motivation, peer rejection and
emotional empathy

variable ‘ predictor variables B STE B T ‘ Sig
Constant 61/586 2/403 - 25/630 0/001
Emotional motivation 0/843 0/618 0/10 1/364 0/05
Avoidance 0/130 0/537 0/014-  0/242- 0/809
Risk taking 0/620 0/725 0/09 0/856 0/19
School-related anger Insult 1/288 0/321 0/319 4/015 0/001
Ignore 0/836 0/261 0/310 3/870 0/001
Slander 0/908- 0/301 0/186 -3/019 0/003
Physical attacks 0/319 0/484 0/059 0/660 0/509
Emotional empathy 0/241 0/027 -0/475 8/925- 0/001
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4. Discussion and Conclusion

The present study was conducted with the aim of
investigating the role of academic achievement
motivation, peer rejection and emotional empathy in
predicting school aggression of students with specific
learning disorders.

The results of regression analysis showed that
predictor variables predict about 19 percent of the
variance of school-related anger.

In explaining this assumption, it can be said that
students with learning disorders do not have the ability
to guide their learning due to defects in executive
cognitive functions. In this way, they have less
freedom of action in learning processes, which
ultimately related to their self-management and self-
control. These students will show low motivation and
interest in learning due to repeated failure in academic
tasks and not receiving enough reinforcement
(Basharpoor, Amani, Heidari & Hajilo, 2017).

In general, the results of this study showed that
academic achievement motivation, peer rejection and
emotional empathy predict school aggression among
students with learning disabilities. The use of
questionnaires and the limited statistical population to
Ardabil province were the two limitations of the
present study. It is suggested that in future studies,
measurement tools such as neuropsychological and
clinical observation tools be wused and its
implementation in other geographical areas suggested
is suggested as well. Practically, considering the role
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of achievement motivation, peer rejection and
emotional empathy in predicting school aggression to
specialists in the field of education of children with
learning disabilities take measures design programs
communication and emotional skills and creating a
suitable educational environment to increase the
motivation and emotional empathy of these students
recommended.
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assured about the confidentiality of their information
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to them.
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