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ABSTRACT

The present study was done to examine the mediating role of academic ethics in the
relationship between the perceptions of classroom quality and educational justice with educational
citizenship behaviours.

The research method was descriptive-correlational and the population of the study included all
upper secondary girl students in Khorramabad city to 9981 students of whom 240 were selected based on
stratified random sampling. To collect the data, academic ethics by Hosseini Nejad et al. (2016),
educational citizenship behaviours by Golparvar (2011), perceptions of classroom quality by Gentry et
al. (2002), educational justice by Golparvar (2011) were used. Data analysis was performed by SPSS-22
and AMOS-24 software.

The results showed that perceptions of classroom quality has a direct effect on educational
citizenship behaviours and an indirect effect on educational citizenship behaviours through academic
ethics. Educational justice had no direct effect on educational citizenship behaviours, but had
indirect effect on educational citizenship behaviours due to academic ethics. In addition, academic
ethics had a direct effect on educational citizenship behaviours.

According to the obtained results, knowing the factors affecting the application of the
principles of educational justice and the learning environment of students by teachers can play a valuable
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educational role in the process and strategy of change in education. This process also provides the basis for
cmzen_shlp strengthening morals and ultimately educational citizenship behaviours (adherence to rules, helping and
behaviours participating, establishing cordial relationships).

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

f the goals that schools seek to achieve
associated with responsibility includes
civic-educational behavior. Civic behaviors
in a broad sense, regardless of the context
and environment in which they are studied,
are a set of behaviors in which a person
performs behaviors beyond their official
roles. In this way, it provides a platform for
the desired social environment (Guilmette
et al., 2019). Civic behavior is one of the
important sociological dimensions of
educational organizations such as schools.
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Given the importance of civic-educational behavior
in increasing team, individual and organizational
behaviors, the constant search for ways to increase
civic behavior in students is important to prepare
them for the future of their work (Khalid et al.,
2013). Civic-educational behaviors such as
adherence to and feeling of inner obligation to the
rules of university education, helping, social
participation and trying to establish a sincere
relationship in various ways can affect the individual
and collective performance of students (LeBlanc,
2014). Educational justice affects people's behaviors
and attitudes in different ways (\VVan Reinsburg et al.,
2018).
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In educational environments and especially in schools, the
existence of fair conditions and observing the principles
and rules of justice through conveying a sense of value to
students can make them inclined to academically civil
behaviors (Sanagoo et al., 2011; Afrazandeh et al, 2016).
According to self-determination theory (SDT), humans
are optimally motivated when their psychological needs
for competence, autonomy, and relatedness are met
(Chowkase et al., 2022). Therefore, one of the important
consequences of the school environment is the students'
perceptions, which play an important role in academic
civic behavior (Afrazandeh et al., 2022).

One of the variables that is influenced by the perceptions
of classroom quality (Mostafaee et al., 2015; Amini et al.,
2020) and educational justice (Mohammadi, 2014;
Golparvar, 2016) also plays an important role in
explaining academic civil behavior, it is academic ethics
(Golparvar, 2011). In general, it can be said that research
on student educational citizenship behaviours in school
can emerge as one of the future areas of research in higher
education. Therefore, the aim of this study was to
investigate the mediatory role of the academic ethics in the
relationship between the perceptions of classroom quality
and educational justice with educational citizenship
behaviours.

2. Materials and Methods

The research method of the present study was
correlational. The population of this study included all
upper secondary female students in Khorramabad city.
240 of female students were selected using stratified
random sampling. 79 (32.9%) first grade students, 85
(35.4%) second grade students and 76 (31.7%) were
fourth grade students (Pre-University). To collect data,
academic ethics by Hosseini Nejad and et al. (2016),
educational citizenship behaviours by Golparvar
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(2011), perceptions of classroom quality by Gentry
and et al. (2002), and educational justice by Golparvar
(2011) were used. Initially, in order to conduct the
research, the required permits and referrals were
received from the University and the General
Directorate of Education of Khorramabad to perform
all steps. Eight schools were randomly selected from
district one and two from each school, three classes
and from each class, between ten and fifteen students
were randomly selected. Some explanations were
provided concerning the confidentiality of the
students’ answers and the necessity of their
independent answering besides their withdrawal from
participation. Data analysis was performed using
structural equation modeling statistical method and by
the SPSS-22, and AMOS-24 software. Bootstrapping
method was used to examine the mediating role of the
variables in Amos software.

3. Results

The results of Pearson correlation coefficient showed
that all variables have a significant relationship with
each other. In the present research model, perceptions of
classroom quality and educational justice as an
exogenous variables, academic ethics as mediating
variables, and educational citizenship behaviours is
considered as an endogenous variable. The values of
model fit indices such as df/y2, GF1, AGFI, IFI, CFI and
RMSEA were equal to 2.3, 0.93, 0.89, 0.93, 0.97, 0.93
and 0.07, respectively.

Perceptions of classroom quality (p < 0.001, f = 0.38)
and academic ethics (p < 0.001, = 0.46) positively and
significantly predict educational citizenship behaviours.
Also, Perceptions of classroom quality (p < 0.001, =
0.27) and educational justice (p < 0.001, B = 0.44)
positively and significantly predict academic ethics.

Figure 1. Experimental research model in the case of standardized path coefficients
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The results of Bootstrap test showed that academic
ethics plays a significant mediating role in the
relationship between perceptions of classroom quality
and educational citizenship behaviours. Thus, the
mediation share of this variable in relation between
perceptions of classroom quality and educational
citizenship behaviours is 0.12 (p < 0.01). Academic
ethics plays a significant mediating role in the
relationship  between educational justice and
educational citizenship behaviours. Thus, the
mediation share of this variable in relation between
educational justice and educational citizenship
behaviours is 0.20 (p < 0.01).

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The present study was done with the aim of examining
the mediating role of academic ethics in the
relationship between the perceptions of classroom
quality and educational justice with educational
citizenship behaviours. The results showed that
classroom quality perceptions have an indirect effect
on students' academic civic behaviors through the
mediation of academic ethics. In this regard, it can be
said that the more positive the students' perception of
the learning environment is, the more serious they
become about their duties and try to complete their
duties as soon as possible and observe academic ethics
more.

This research supported the relationship between
classroom quality perceptions and academic
citizenship behaviors. Therefore, to the extent that the
classroom environment is challenging and enjoyable
for students and gives them a sense of mastery and the
ability to choose, the ability to overcome academic
problems and continue to work hard and complete
homework on time increases; Therefore, they use
opportunities well, improve their relationships with
classmates and teachers, and the necessary academic
progress is achieved, which ultimately leads to an
increase in academic behaviors. This finding is
consistent with the research results of Amini et al.,
(2020) and Afrazandeh et al. (2022).
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Also, the results showed that educational justice has an
indirect effect on academic civic behavior of students
through the mediation of academic ethics. This finding
is consistent with the research results (Golparvar,
2016; Yaghobi et al., 2019). Educational justice, as an
objective and significant manifestation of ethics and
moral values, highlights the role of ethics and moral
values. This highlighting provides the basis for
strengthening academic ethics and then increasing
academic civic behaviors. According to the obtained
results, knowing the factors affecting the application
of the principles of educational justice and the learning
environment of students by teachers can play a
valuable role in the process and strategy of change in
education; And this process also provides the basis for
strengthening morals and ultimately educational
citizenship behaviours (adherence to rules, helping
and participating, establishing cordial relationships).
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