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Abstract

Background and Obijective: Despite the fact that cooperative learning is
welcomed as an active approach, there is no complete information about its
role in developing students' leadership skills.

research methodology: This study, which was conducted with a multi-
method approach, investigated this research gap. First, primary data were
collected and analyzed through a meta- synthesis study, and then the data
were completed, corrected and standardized using the focus group method.
The field of research in the meta- synthesis section was 5200 scientific
documents, of which 32 documents were selected as samples according to
the language, year of publication, abstract and text, type of document and
research method, and then selected and entered into the stage using the
critical assessment skills program (CASP).were analyzed at the stage of data
analysis, Atlas/ti software was used.

Findings: The findings showed that positive internal dependence as one of
the elements of cooperative learning fosters skills such as popularity,
empathy and cooperation. Accountability improves the skill of self-esteem
and respect for the rights of others, and interpersonal skill as the third
element of cooperative learning is effective in developing communication
and social skills and strengthens problem solving and conflict resolution
skills in students. These three elements, which are compatible with the five
elements of social interdependence theory, reveal new dimensions of
developing leadership skills in students.

Conclusion: The results of this study can be taken into consideration by
social policy makers and encourage educational leaders to provide
implementation in the classroom by introducing teachers to cooperative
learning. can also increase teachers' motivation to use cooperative learning
and encourage parents to support teachers in the implementation process.
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Cooperative learning elements and their role in developing leadership skills of primary school students: a multi-method study using
meta-synthesis and focus group

Extended Abstract

Introduction:

It is widely believed that utilizing effective teaching methods, such as cooperative learning (Karagianni & Jude
Montgomery, 2018), can enhance leadership skills in primary school students (Hishamuddin & Shukor, 2021;
Villera Herrera & Pinto Lucas, 2020). However, the crucial question remains: how can this important goal be
achieved? Teachers, as the key influencers in this context (Barnard, 2015; Croshy, 2017), have a significant role
to play in nurturing future leaders among today's students (Kasanoff, 2015; Uaikhanova et al., 2022). To fulfill
this mission effectively, teachers can gradually depart from traditional teaching methods (Croshy, 2017) and
create informal and welcoming learning environments for their students (Beckers et al., 2016). They can also
foster a culture of collaboration within their student groups (Bean, 2021) and systematically expand these
practices within the classroom (Crosby, 2017).Overall, by adopting these approaches, teachers can contribute to
the development of strong leadership skills in primary school students. Teachers play a crucial role in involving
students in academic activities and providing them with appropriate opportunities to practice leadership skills
(Siewiorek et al., 2012). This allows students to develop their leadership abilities in a supportive and educational
environment Educational institutions focusing on developing leadership skills would greatly benefit from
adhering to the following recommendations outlined by Zafar et al. (2020). Firstly, it is crucial to define a
productive philosophy of leadership that aligns with the institution's values and goals. Secondly, clear
formulation of goals and results of development plans should be established to provide a roadmap for leadership
development. Thirdly, creating an effective system for evaluating the level of leadership skills will allow for
ongoing assessment and improvement. Lastly, engaging in the development and discussion of specific curricula
aimed at seamlessly integrating leadership development classes into the educational process will optimize the
overall learning experience. By implementing these recommendations, educational institutions can foster a
culture of effective leadership and empower their students to thrive in their future endeavors.

Although previous studies have highlighted the positive effects of cooperative learning on learning quality
(Johnson & Johnson, 2018) and learning environment (Keramati & Gillies, 2021; Ferguson-Patrick, 2020), the
role of this approach in cultivating leadership skills in students, particularly in primary schools, has been
overlooked. Considering that primary school students are the future leaders, it is crucial to strengthen their
leadership skills through active teaching-learning approaches such as cooperative learning. By doing so, we can
better prepare them for leadership roles in organizations as adults. Therefore, this meta-synthesis study aims to
fill the existing research gap by expanding on the results of previous studies that have examined various aspects
of leadership skills in primary school students. Ultimately, we need to delve deeper into understanding the role
of cooperative learning elements in cultivating leadership skills.

Methodology:

The current study utilized a qualitative approach and a meta-synthesis method to enhance the results and validity
of the meta-synthesis. To achieve this, the focus group method was employed. When a meta-study is conducted
qualitatively and builds on the concepts and findings of previous studies using the customary coding method in
qualitative research, it is referred to as meta-synthesis (Khanifar & Muslimi, 2016). In this research, the meta-
synthesis method was implemented using the approach developed by Sandelowski and Barso (2007). This
method consists of seven stages: formulating questions, conducting a thorough literature review, searching and
selecting appropriate documents, extracting information, analyzing and synthesizing findings, ensuring quality
control, and presenting the results. To ensure the accuracy and validity of the meta-analysis, the focus group
method was employed. During this stage of the research, the findings obtained from meta-synthesis underwent
further examination and refinement. To ensure a comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon of
cooperative learning, focus groups were formed, comprising experts in the field. The purpose of these focus
groups was to conduct group interviews and gather valuable insights and opinions (Morgan, 1997). In this
research, the extracted concepts were thoroughly examined through a series of meta-synthesis steps. To validate
the findings, a focus group meeting was conducted with the participation of 4 experts over the course of 3
sessions, each lasting approximately 60 minutes. During these sessions, the experts unanimously agreed that all
the components held significant value and should not be omitted. Additionally, based on their suggestion, the
primary school explored the connection between cooperative learning elements and the enhancement of
students' leadership skills. As a result, a new component focusing on popularity was incorporated into the
students' leadership development.

Results:
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Table 1: Categories, sub-categories, of cooperative learning elements and its role in developing students'
leadership skills

Categories Sub-categories Source Leadership skills ~ Source
. Experts'
Popularity opinion
your sincerity (1-30-18-4-3)
(20-21-17-11-
Sympathy (14-27
Positive
interdependence
(9-19)  Cooperation (13-6-7-21-11-
Reduce competition (10-1-23
Self assessment (24-24-25-26-22)
Self-esteem 8629-26-25-
Responsiveness
Avoid free riding (30-22-2)
Respecting the
rights of others (1-16-8)
L SYASYASYTLYY.YY.0) . (7-9-17-1-32-
Communicational Communicate 14-21-25-20-
(Y-Y-FY-Y oy
(29
Interpersonal skills -VE1 1AV EYYL0) : (16-15-13-21-
RIAR Problem Solving 21-26)
Social
conflict resolution 8'122'17'10'

Discussion and conclusion

Practicing leadership skills in primary school students can lay the foundation for cultivating future leaders.
While these skills cannot be imparted solely through curriculum content, they can be nurtured within the school
environment, which serves as the first formal organization (Uaikhanova et al., 2020; Kargiani and
Judemontgomery, 2018). Interactive teaching-learning approaches offer an effective means to foster these skills.
Cooperative learning has been identified as one effective approach to enhance leadership skills among students
(YYang et al., 2021). The study's findings revealed that out of the five basic elements of cooperative learning
proposed by Johnson and Johnson (2009), three elements specifically contribute to strengthening students'
leadership abilities. This underscores the significance of incorporating cooperative learning strategies in
educational settings. The purpose of this study was to examine the elements of cooperative learning and its
impact on the development of leadership skills in primary school students. Previous research conducted in
various countries has consistently highlighted the significant role of cooperative learning in fostering students'
leadership abilities (Uaikhanova et al., 2022; Karagianni & Jude Montgomery, 2018).Tone of voice:
Professional. In this study, similar to previous research, this issue stood out prominently. The findings
demonstrated that three out of the five fundamental elements of cooperative learning, as proposed in Johnson &
Johnson's (2009) theory of social interdependence, notably enhance leadership skills in primary school students.
The concept of positive interdependence, characterized by intimacy and reduced competition, plays a crucial
role in developing popularity, empathy, and cooperation skills among students. The findings of this study
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........................................................................................... Meta-synthesis anATOCUS GROUD oo
indicate that accountability encompasses self-evaluation and the avoidance of free rides. Cooperative learning is
a valuable method for fostering the development of leadership skills in students. When working together in a
group, it is important that not only the collective goals are prioritized, but also that each individual takes
ownership of their own performance. This sense of responsibility among group members can greatly contribute
to the cultivation of effective leaders. In order to ensure a more equitable distribution of responsibilities, it is
important to avoid placing the entire burden of presenting the final work report on one individual. Instead, each
member of the group should have the opportunity to take turns being the leader, while also respecting the rights
and contributions of others. This approach reflects a cooperative management style commonly observed in
primary school classrooms, where the role of the teacher has become less central and students are given more
opportunities to practice leadership skills. Based on the present study, it was discovered that interpersonal skills,
as the third crucial elements of cooperative learning, play a significant role in enhancing students'
communication and social skills. This finding emphasizes the importance of fostering effective interpersonal
relationships in the development of students' overall abilities..
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