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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to study the relationship between moral disengagement, moral
identity, and honesty-humility with academic dishonesty in high school students.

[VETEEE The research method was descriptive and the research design was correlational. The population
consisted of all high school students of Urmia Secondary School in the academic year of 2019-2020,
including 388 students (203 boys and 185 girls) selected by multistage cluster random sampling. To
collect data, questionnaires of moral disengagement, moral identity, hexaco and academic dishonesty
were used. The data were analyzed using Pearson correlation coefficient and stepwise multiple regression
analysis.

The results showed that there was a significant positive relationship between moral
disengagement and its components (except diffusion of responsibility and attribution of blame) with
academic dishonesty. There is a significant negative relationship between moral identity and its
Key words: internalization component with academic dishonesty. There was also a significant negative
Moral relationship between honesty-humility with academic dishonesty. The results of regression analysis
disengagement, showed that moral disengagement, moral identity and honesty-humility were able to predict percent
moral identity, 38 of the variance of academic dishonesty.

honesty-humility, Therefore, it can be concluded that moral disengagement, moral identity and honesty-
academic dishonesty. | humility play an important role in students' academic dishonesty .

Extended Abstract
Polat (2017) has shown that 85% of the students

1. Introduction

cademic dishonesty is an unethical act
that students do effortlessly to excel in
their  education, which includes
plagiarism, exam cheating, and
homework cheating (Rusdi, Hussein,
Rahman, Noordin, & Aziz, 2019).
Kelley and Bonner (2005) believe that
academic dishonesty is a chronic
problem that affects all levels of
education and includes a significant
number of students.
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reported that they participated in academic
dishonesty. Moral variables can be factors related to
academic dishonesty. One of them is moral
disengagement, which is used in moral studies
(Qudsyi, Nurtjahjo, Afsari, Fitriani, & Sholeh, 2018).
Moral disengagement is defined as a person's
unwillingness to deal with moral issues (Bandura,
1991). Moral disengagement is the process by which
people reduce the consequences of violating their
moral standards (Petitta, Probst, & Barbaranelli,
2017). Moral disengagement is a cognitive state in
which moral criteria are deactivated in one's activities
(Seriki, Nath, Ingene, & Evans, 2020).
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Another moral variable that can be a factor related to
academic dishonesty is moral identity. Moral identity can
be defined as thinking about knowing and understanding
oneself, which is focused on a number of moral traits such
as kindness, justice, generosity, etc. (Aquino and Reed,
2002). Aquino and Reed (2002) believe that moral identity
consists of two components: internalization and
symbolization. Internalization is the private aspect of
moral identity and symbolization is its public aspect
(Aquino and Reed, 2002). Research shows that
personality traits are also predictors of academic
dishonesty (Peled, Eshet, Barczyk, & Grinautski, 2019;
Hendi & Biderman, 2019). Meanwhile, honesty-humility
trait plays an important role in predicting academic
dishonesty and cheating (Cazan & Lacob, 2017;
Kleinlogel, Dietz & Antonakis, 2018; VVan Rensburg, De
Kock & Derous, 2018; Pfattheicher , Schindler & Nockur,
2019; Ljubin-Golub, Petri¢evi¢c & Soki¢, 2019). The
honesty-humility trait is part of the Hexaco personality
model, which is characterized by practices such as
fairness, humility, and lack of envy and greed (Lee &
Ashton, 2004). Therefore, according to the mentioned
materials, it is necessary to carry out more researches
about academic dishonesty in order to know the factors
affecting it and to design the necessary measures to deal
with it in a practical way. Therefore, the purpose of this
research is to investigate the relationship between moral
disengagement, moral identity and honesty-humility with
academic dishonesty in high school students.

2. Materials and Methods

The current research is based on descriptive (non-
experimental) and correlational data collection. The
population in this research included all secondary
school students of Urmia city who were studying in
the academic year of 2018-2019 (30461). Based on
Morgan's table, a sample of 388 people was selected,
of whom 203 were boys and 185 were girls. A multi-
stage cluster random sampling was used to select the
participants. Based on this, 5 girls' schools and 5 boys'
schools were randomly selected from Urmia city. The
following tools were used to collect the data:
Questionnaire of Moral Disengagement:

It was created by Bandura, Barbaranelli, Caprara and
Pastorelli (1996), which includes 32 questions and is
designed based on eight mechanisms. Responses are
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graded on a 5-point Likert scale from strongly agree
(5) to strongly disagree (1). All questions are scored
directly. In the present research, Cronbach's alpha
reliability coefficient for the whole test was 0.78.
Moral Identity Questionnaire:

This questionnaire was created and validated by
Aquino and Reed (2002) with the method of factor
analysis and was created for the first time for high
school students and college students. This
questionnaire consists of 10 questions having two
dimensions of internalization and symbolization,
which are used to measure moral identity. It is scored
on a 5-point Likert scale from completely disagree (1)
to completely agree (5). In the present study, the
reliability coefficient of Cronbach's alpha was 0.71 for
the internalization component and 0.55 for the
symbolization component, and the total reliability
coefficient was 0.70.

Hexaco Personality Questionnaire:

It was created by Ashton and Lee (2004). It is a model
of personality factor dimensions that has 100 questions
and includes six dimensions of honesty-humility,
excitability, extroversion, agreeableness,
conscientiousness and openness to experience. It is
scored on a b5-point Likert scale ranging from
completely disagree (1) to completely agree (5). In the
present research, only the questions related to honesty-
humility have been used. Also, in this research,
Cronbach's alpha reliability coefficient for honesty-
humility trait was 0.74. This questionnaire had good
form and content validity.

Academic Dishonesty Questionnaire:

It was created by McCabe and Trevino (1996) and has
10 questions that measure the two components of exam
cheating and assignment cheating. Responses are graded
on a 5-point Likert scale from never (1) to always (5).
All questions are directly scored. In the present study,
reliability with Cronbach's alpha method was obtained
for 0.79 for homework cheating, 0.69 for exam cheating,
and 0.82 for the total score.

3. Results
In Table 1, the mean and standard deviation of the
research variables along with their components are
presented.
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Table 1. Descriptive information of research variables

Components Average standard deviation

moral justification 12.32 3.64

euphemistic labeling 7.20 2.58

advantageous comparison 6.30 2.51

Moral disengagement displacement of responsibility 11.18 3.22
diffusion of responsibility 11.62 3.25

attribution of blame 13.23 3.28

dehumanization 11.11 3.86

distortion or disregarding 7.56 2.96

Moral Identity internalization 20.42 3.68
symbolization 16.47 3.32

sincerity 13.34 3.10

. fairness 15.84 3.97

A A7 avoid greed and voidance 9.47 3.89
modesty 11.32 3.54

L cheating in exam 11.27 4.87
Academic Dishonesty cheating on assignments 10.32 3.85

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The purpose of this research was to investigate the
relationship between moral disengagement, moral
identity and the trait of honesty-humility with
academic dishonesty in secondary school students of
Urmia city. The results of this research indicate that
there is a positive and significant relationship between
lack of moral disengagement and academic
dishonesty. In explaining this finding, it can be said
that students usually take unethical decisions and
actions such as fraudulent behavior to achieve their
goals without feeling guilty or regretting their
behavior. Therefore, if students use the mechanisms of
moral disengagement more, without changing the
moral standards, there will be many changes in their
moral behavior in scientific environments. In other
words, as the use of moral isolation mechanisms
increases, the likelihood of behavior contrary to class
norms such as academic dishonesty increases.

Also, there is a significant negative relationship
between moral identity with academic dishonesty. In
explaining this finding, it can be said that the student
has a strong moral identity, is responsible for his
behavior and prefers ethical criteria to the framework
of greater profit (fraud) in decision making. Therefore,
students who have a strong moral identity are less
likely to engage in academic dishonesty.

We found that there is a significant negative
relationship between honesty-humility and academic
dishonesty. This means that with the increase of
honesty-humility attribute, academic dishonesty of
students decreases. In explaining this finding, it can be
said that students who have a high degree of honesty-
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humility are more inclined to be honest in their actions
and do not want to violate academic integrity and
adhere to the norms of their school. It seems that
people with high degree of honesty-humility trait
internalize moral norms or social responsibility that
guides their behavior. On the other hand, students with
low honesty-humility tend to engage in academic
dishonesty, especially when these behaviors are not
dangerous.
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The participants were informed about the purpose of
the research and its implementation stages. They were
also assured about the confidentiality of their
information and were free to leave the study whenever
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