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ABSTRACT

Article Info: (OJJEMNYR The aim of this study will be to investigate predicting academic optimism and engagement

in school in female students based on hidden curriculum dimensions.

[VETEER The research design was descriptive and correlational. The statistical population of this research
was 140 female students of the 8™ grade of the first secondary school of Hazrat Masoumeh (AS) school
in Sarpol Zahab city in the academic year of 1401, and according to Krijsi and Morgan's table, 103 people
were selected as a random sample using the proportional allocation technique. And they responded to
Eschenmoran et al.'s academic optimism scale (2013), Wang et al.'s enthusiasm for school scale (2011),
and Imani's hidden curriculum questionnaire (2011). The collected data were analyzed using focal
correlation coefficient.

Findings showed that there was positive and significant correlation between hidden
curriculum dimensions with academic optimism and engagement in school (P<0/01). The results
Canonical correlation showed that common variance of academic optimism and engagement in
school with academic optimism and engagement in school was 87/6%.
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Extended Abstract
1. Introduction school refers to the amount of energy a learner
cademic optimism is defined as a positive spends on doing her academic work, as well as the
belief in students; that they can improve level of effectiveness and efficiency achieved, which
their academic performance by includes behavioral, emotional, and cognitive
emphasizing their own learning, trusting dimensions. In the behavioral dimension, it refers to
teachers and feeling a sense of identity the active participation of the student in the
towards the educational environment. In classroom, its cognitive dimension refers to
other words, the three characteristics of the cognitive investment in learning activities, and its
student's academic emphasis, the student's emotional dimension refers to the student's interest
trust in the teachers and the student's sense and liveliness during teaching and learning(Javadi
of identity towards the school are combined Elmi et al., 2019). This concept refers to the quality
to create a hidden variable called optimism, of effort that the learner spends on targeted
and these three variables together create a educational activities to directly contribute to
positive educational environment. which is achieving desired results (Moreira & Lee, 2019).
called academic optimism (Ates & Unal, One of the effective factors on the academic
2021). On the other hand, passion for performance of students isthe dimensions of the
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hidden curriculum, which is the informal aspect of
education(Imani et al., 2014). The hidden curriculum
consists of the implicit messages of the social
atmosphere of educational institutions, which are not
written, but felt by everyone. The hidden curriculum
is the body of knowledge that learners easily digest
through being in the educational environment every
day. Hidden curriculum as socialization processes and
informal learning about the norms and values that
educational environments provide for their learners
(students) (Hggdal, et al, 2019). The hidden
curriculum tells about the learning that is experienced
by the learners in the framework of the
implementation of the overt curriculum and because of
its presence in the heart and text of the dominant
educational culture. The learning experiences obtained
by this means are mainly crystallized in the form of a
set of expectations and social values, creating and
strengthening the spirit of competition instead of
friendship and cooperation and sharing efforts under
the shadow of the evaluation system that governs the
school, creating and strengthening the spirit of
obedience and Subordination instead of the spirit of
initiative and innovation in the shadow of the methods
used in teaching is another example that delays the
desired social education. Most of the contents that
educational systems teach are planned and obvious,
but there are also contents that are not obvious and
explicit and are hidden and unplanned. Evidence of
this dichotomy can be found in the hidden curriculum,
the so-called educational black box. Since the hidden
curriculum forms a prominent and extensive aspect of
the educational system, what it teaches can be the most
influential material that the learner learns in the course
of education. Therefore, identifying the inhibiting
aspects of the hidden curriculum with an emphasis on
the social education of the learners can help to realize
the planned and obvious goals of the social education
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of the educational environment(Kirimi, 2011).
According to the mentioned cases and reasons, what is
raised as the concern of the researcher and the existing
problem is the role of hidden curriculum dimensions
in predicting academic optimism and enthusiasm for
school. By understanding the existing problem, the
researcher tries to answer this question: Is academic
optimism and enthusiasm for school in female students
predicted based on hidden curriculum dimensions?

2. Materials and Methods

The research design was descriptive and correlational.
The statistical population of this research was 140
female students of the 8™ grade of the first secondary
school of Hazrat Masoumeh (AS) school in Sarpol
Zahab city in the academic year of 1401, and
according to Krijsi and Morgan's table, 103 people
were selected as a random sample using the
proportional allocation technique. And they responded
to Eschenmoran et al.'s academic optimism scale
(2013), Wang et al.'s enthusiasm for school scale
(2011), and Imani's hidden curriculum questionnaire
(2011). The collected data were analyzed using focal
correlation coefficient.

3. Results

The results of Table 1 show that in the hidden curriculum
function, the emotional hidden curriculum component
(0.449) had the most weight or importance in focal
correlation. In the criterion variable function, the
cognitive component of optimism (0.580) has the
highest weight. Also, the focal loads show that in the
formation of the focal variable of the hidden curriculum,
the largest share is related to the component of the
emotional hidden curriculum (0.876) and in the focal
variable of the criterion, the largest share is related to
the cognitive component of optimism(0.920).

Table 1. Weight and focal load of components of predictor and criterion variables

Focal functions Execute the function Focal weight focal load
Covert cognitive curriculum 0.410 0.855
predictor variables The hidden emotional curriculum 0.449 0.876
Psychomotor hidden curriculum 0.333 0.770
Behavioral component of optimism 0.276 0.702
The emotional component of optimism 0.209 0.809
Criterion variables Cognitive component of optimism 0.580 0.920
Behavioral passion 0.014 0.828
emotional passion 0.286 0.871
Cognitive passion 0.282 0.898

Discussion and Conclusion

The results showed that there is a significant
correlation between the dimensions of the hidden
curriculum and the dimensions of academic optimism
and enthusiasm for school. The informal and
intangible text of the system of values, norms and
perceptions and non-curricular aspects of educational
centers and informal aspects of schools can leave

relatively lasting effects on their academic optimism
and enthusiasm for school. Hidden curriculum is a set
of learning in schools that is achieved in the context of
the culture that governs the educational environment
and without the knowledge of those involved in
education, i.e. students and teachers, and in cognitive,
emotional and Psychomotor affects students implicitly
and unobviously.
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The consequences obtained from the hidden
curriculum are often not part of the official or overt
curriculum; These learnings, which are mostly
obtained in the context of the social environment, are
the most comprehensive, sustainable and effective
types of learning that have a deep impact on the
student, and if these implicit programs are not
effective, positive and useful, they can be detrimental
to knowledge. Students will become academically
exhausted and the quality of their academic life will
suffer.
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